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Anzia Stizenb., Flora 44: 390–393 (1861), nom. cons.; name honouring the Italian 
lichenologist Anzi (1812–1883). 
Type: A. colpodes (Ach.) Stizenb. 

Thallus foliose, loosely to closely adnate, orbicular to irregularly spreading, to 2–30 cm 
wide. Lobes flat to ±convex, rather small, laciniate and often somewhat articulated, narrow, 
eciliate. Upper surface pale grey-white to green-grey or bluish grey (atranorin), without 
pseudocyphellae and maculae, with or without soredia and isidia; upper cortex 
paraplectenchymatous with non-pored epicortex. Cell walls containing Cetraria-type 
lichenan. Medulla white, with or without a central chondroid strand. Lower surface with 
continuous or discontinuous, prominent, dense, brown-black spongiostratum (spongy 
hypothallus), with or without rhizines; rhizines simple or sparingly branched, stout, anchored 
to substratum by an apical squarrose tuft. Ascomata apothecial, laminal, sessile, 
subpedicellate or pedicellate; disc imperforate. Asci with a large amyloid tholus. Ascospores 
numerous, curved. Conidiomata pycnidial, globose or saucer-shaped, laminal, immersed; 
ostiole punctiform, brown-black. Conidia bacilliform. 

A genus found in both Hemispheres. Most common in the Northern Hemisphere, where it is 
recorded from Japan, Taiwan and mainland China through to the Malesian archipelago. Two 
endemic species occur in Australia, growing on rock outcrops. Both species are rare. 
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Spongiostratum discontinuous; medulla KC- ....................................................................................... A. minor 
Spongiostratum continuous; medulla KC+ rose or red ..................................................................A. tianjarana 

 


